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Dryden, involved in political and religious con-
troversy though he was, was primarily the satirist of
the Tory party. A contemporary of his, Samuel Butler,
was a satirist with a broader target. He was the son of
a country farmer, and brought to his writing all the
blunt directness and vigour of the countryman, allied
to an extraordinary degree of skill in the contriving of
the eight-syllable, hard-hitting couplets in which he
wrote. His work was almost all inspired by dislike;
not, as Dryden's was, by contempt or party politics.
His main dislike, which was of Puritans and Puritan-
ism, should have won him favour at the court of
Charles II, but it actually brought him no profit there,
He was of a bitter temper, and had no great talent for
making friends. The last years of his life were spent in
London, where he lived little known and in poverty.
He died in 1680.

Butler's chief work is Hudibras, a long, mock-heroic
attack upon the Roundheads. His hero sets out, like
Don Quixote, to do battle with an unbelieving world,
Every detail of his attributes, person, and accoutre-
ment is described with venomous care.

For his Religion, it was Jit
To match his learning and his wit;
'Twos Presbyterian true blue ;
For he was of that stubborn crew
Of errant saints, whom all men grant
To be the true Church Militant;
Such as do build their faith upon
The holy text of pike and gun ;